
Town of Austerlitz 
Town Board Meeting 

July 11, 2013 
 
 
Roll call.  Present: Jeffrey Braley, Supervisor, Carol Pinto, Matthew Verenazi, Jon Mesick, 
Town Board Members, Robert Meehan, Highway Superintendent, and Susan Haag, Town Clerk.   
 
Bryan Geel absent. 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Moment of Silence in memory of Al Verenazi, Austerlitz Town Board Member, active in the 
Spencertown Fire Company, and worked with the Spencertown Academy, and Mary Zander, 
author and organizer, fund raiser for the Friends of Historic St. Peters, the Spencertown 
Academy and the Spencertown Fire Company;  followed by the pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Minutes 
A motion to accept the June 13, 2013 Town Board Meeting minutes was made by C. Pinto and 
seconded by M. Verenazi. 
J. Braley: yes 
J. Mesick: yes 
C. Pinto: yes 
M. Verenazi: yes 
Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Auditing of Accounts and Claims 
A motion to approve General Fund #223-259, in the amount of $13405.35, and Highway Fund 
#119-143, in the amount of $41,791.66, was made by J. Mesick and seconded by C. Pinto. 
J. Braley: yes 
J. Mesick: yes 
C. Pinto: yes 
M. Verenazi: yes 
Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Reports 
Monthly Budget Reports for the month of June 2013 were submitted. Supervisor Braley noted an 
error that will be corrected on next month's totals.   
 
Supervisor Braley reported that on a Town level the Summer Recreation Program is up and 
running and has very good attendance.  The Friday morning extra activities will be held in the 
Church’s basement.  The Town of Austerlitz is once again sharing busing services with the Town 
of Ghent’s Summer Recreation Program which helps to defray our costs.  The Spencertown 
Green looks great thanks to Highway Superintendent Meehan and Howes Horticulture.   
 



On a County level, Supervisor Braley noted the County Board of Supervisors voted not to give 
any raises.  Supervisor Braley voted to give raises. 
 
Town Clerk Report for the month of June 2013 submitted. 
 
Highway Superintendent Robert Meehan reported that the Highway Crew has been mowing, 
doing some tree trimming, and grading roads. R. Meehan asks if the Resident Deputy could 
patrol on Rigor Hill Road due to speeding. 
 
Superintendent Meehan walked the Austerlitz Fire House property looking for survey pins so we 
would know our property lines after the property swop a couple of years ago.  Although R. 
Meehan has looked for these pins a few times, he is still unable to locate two of them.  R. 
Meehan has asked the Town Board several times to ask the Austerlitz Fire House for the location 
of these pins, and asks again to have new ones put in.   
 
The West Hill Road culvert project will begin next week.  The road will become one lane with 
stop signs and a site distance of roughly 150 feet.  The County Highway Department has laid out 
how the signs should be set up and the project will take about 2 weeks to complete.  Highway 
Superintendent Meehan did speak with the County about setting up lights for traffic control, but 
the ones the County owns have not been used for 25 years.  New batteries would need to be 
purchased and costs around $300.00 a piece.  The lights would need 4 new batteries.  Due to this 
and other costs of setting up the lighting, R. Meehan decided to try and make do with just the 
signs.   
 
Town Board Member Verenazi asked Supervisor Braley if the County has come up with 
decisions concerning the sale of the Ockawamick.  Supervisor Braley noted it has been listed 
with a broker.  
 
Planning Board Report for the month of June 2013 submitted.   
 
Comprehensive Plan Oversight Committee Report for the month of June 2013 submitted.  
Supervisor Braley advised the public that a subcommittee is being formed to deal with issues for 
the Spencertown Hamlet and if anyone is interested in serving, please contact Chair Tim Stalker.   
 
Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Report for the month of June 2013 submitted.  Supervisor 
Braley advised that he has run the numbers for the first half of the year.  Removing the cost of 
the vehicle, because that purchase is not a routine cost, the Shared Service Agreement figures for 
Code Enforcement are right on budget.   
 
Justice Lagonia Justice Court Report for the month of June 2013 submitted. 
 
No Dog Report for the month of June 2013 was submitted by the Dog Warden, but Supervisor 
Braley advised that he received a call from the Columbia County Sheriff’s Department to take 
care of a dog that was in a car driving the Taconic Parkway.  Supervisor Braley was not home 
when the call came in and the Town of Ghent handled the dog.     
 



A motion to accept the above reports was made by C. Pinto and seconded by J. Mesick. 
J. Braley: yes 
J. Mesick: yes 
C. Pinto: yes 
M. Verenazi: yes 
Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Correspondence 
Patrick Prendergast: East Hill Road Bridge Replacement (Harvey Mountain Road)  Highway 
Superintendent Meehan reiterated Engineer Prendergast’s letter outlining 2 options concerning 
the bridge/box culvert on East Hill Road.  One option is to repair the needed sections, and the 
second option is a complete replacement of the existing bridge/culvert.  Both options would cost 
roughly the same amount of money; the later would take more time and man power.  R. Meehan 
would like to put in a new box culvert in since the costs are the same.  A temporary culvert can 
be put in to reroute traffic while the bridge is closed.   
 
Town Board Mesick worked on this bridge and did repair work in the 1970s.  J. Mesick has also 
inspected this bridge and does not feel like the extensive replacement option is needed.  
Superintendent Meehan disagrees and wants to make sure the public is protected now and in the 
future.  The Town Board discussed what was done in the past, and what the current options on 
the table are.  The general consensus of the Town Board is to get an additional opinion from 
another engineer and alternatives available will be explored. 
 
The West Hill culvert replacement will cost around $80000.00.   
 
Unfinished Business 
Speed Radar Sign 
Supervisor Braley has called a few manufacturers of speed radar signs and made up a 
comparison sheet of options and prices.   
 
MPH Industries 
Speed Monitor 18” $8660.00 
$9155.00 with Solar 
 
Traffic Logix SafePace 
SafePace 100 3 Cell Battery Powered  $4799.00 (LT Cruiser) 
SafePace 100 4 Cell-Battery Powered  $4899.00 (LT Cruiser) 
SafePace 100 Solar Powered  $5099.00 (LT Cruiser) 
SafePace 400 Battery Powered $6199.00 (LT Cruiser), $7599.00 (Cruiser) 
SafePace 400 Solar Powered $6899.00 (LT Cruiser), $8299.00 (Cruiser) 
SafePace 600 Battery Powered $7400.00 (LT), $8800.00 (Cruiser) 
SafePace 600 Solar Powered $8100.00 (LT), $9700.00 (Cruiser) 
 
Traffic Systems, Inc. 
SpeedCheck 
IDC Dura Trailer VSC 15”: $7250.00 



IDC/ACT Electronics VSC 18” $7699.00 
 
The Town Board discussed the different types of products available, the options available, and 
prices.  Supervisor Braley advised that the Town Board did not need to put this purchase out to 
bid because the Town is allowed to ‘piggyback’ off of another Town’s bidding process.  J. 
Braley advised that the Town does have money to make this purchase.  One of the Town’s bonds 
is due to be paid off this year.  Once this happens, the Town can bond this purchase, coupled 
with the purchase of a new Highway pick-up truck.  Supervisor Braley advised the Town Board 
to keep in mind that money will be going out for the Austerlitz Park renovation as well this year.   
 
A motion to purchase the MPH with solar option at a price of $9155.00 was made by J. Mesick 
and seconded by M. Verenazi.   
J. Braley: yes 
J. Mesick: yes 
C. Pinto: yes 
M. Verenazi: yes 
Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Town Board Member Pinto would still like the Town Board to consider purchasing a permanent 
speed radar sign if the movable trailer one works.   
 
Austerlitz Park Renovation 
Supervisor Braley spoke with Morris Associates and was advised that there was an issue getting 
a permit.  J. Braley will follow up with Morris in a more timely fashion.  Morris Associates will 
prepare a bid package including all work to be completed, and then a separate package listing the 
stone work separate.  This project would need to start the first of September.   
 
New Business 
Resolution #26-2013 Notice of Claim 
 
A motion to adopt Resolution #26-2013, Notice of Claim was made by C. Pinto and seconded by 
M. Verenazi. 
J. Braley: yes 
J. Mesick: yes 
C. Pinto: yes 
M. Verenazi: yes 
Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Resolution #26-2013, Notice of Claim 
WHEREAS General Municipal Law, §53 requires towns to file a certificate with the Secretary 
of State designating the Secretary of State as an agent for service of a notice of claim; and  
 
WHEREAS, General Municipal Law, §53 requires the certificate to include the applicable time 
limit for filing the notice of claim and the name, post office address and electronic mail address, 
if available, of an officer, person, for the transmittal of notices of claim served upon the 
Secretary as the town’s agent; and  



 
WHEREAS,  pursuant to General Municipal Law, §50-e(1)(a), the applicable time limit for the 
filing of a notice of claim upon a town is 90 days after the claim arises, or in the case of a 
wrongful death action, 90 days from the appointment of a representative of the decedent’s estate;  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Austerlitz, 
County of Columbia designates Susan Haag, in her capacity as Town Clerk of the Town, to 
receive notices of claims served upon the Secretary of State by mail at PO Box 238, 
Spencertown, NY  12165 and email at shaag@austerlitzny.com.    
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby directs the Town Clerk to file the 
required certificate with the Secretary of State informing him or her of the town’s designation 
and applicable time limitation for filing a notice of claim with the town on or before July 14, 
2013.   
 
Harvey Mountain Road Bridge   
 
Public Comments 
Linda Horn advised the Town Board of a resident who parks their truck on the side of the road 
on County Route 7.  When parked, this truck is out in the road making L. Horn very nervous 
when she has to pass and a car is coming in the opposite direction.  L. Horn has tried to reach out 
to this resident without success and asked the Town Board to speak with this resident as well.  
Supervisor Braley will notify the Town’s resident deputy and have him observe this issue since 
this is a traffic issue, not a Town Board issue.   
 
In addition, Linda Horn questioned whether or not an email was sent out to residents concerning 
what was decided at Town Board Meetings.  It was noted that a meeting packet of agenda items 
for each board is placed on the website prior to meetings, and meeting minutes are placed there 
as well.   
 
Adjournment 
A motion to adjourn was made by C. Pinto and seconded by M. Verenazi.  
J. Braley: yes 
J. Mesick: yes 
C. Pinto: yes 
M. Verenazi: yes 
Motion unanimously carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Susan A. Haag, Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 


