
Town of Austerlitz 

Town Board Meeting 

October 10, 2013 

 

 

Roll call.  Present: Jeffrey Braley, Supervisor, Carol Pinto, Matthew Verenazi, Jon Mesick, 

Bryan Geel, Town Board Members, Robert Meehan, Highway Superintendent, and Susan Haag, 

Town Clerk.   

 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Moment of Silence followed by the pledge of Allegiance.   

 

Public Comment 

Richard Light is concerned over the bridge/culvert work that will be done on Harvey Mountain 

Road, wanting to make sure that the job done is comparable to what was done on West Hill 

Road.  A petition from Harvey Mountain Road residents was submitted asking that this 

bridge/culvert replacement is state of the art.   

 

Bruce Stockman noted that since this is a hard job, he would like to see a 50 year fix, not just 

something thrown together.  He asks that the Town spend the extra money needed and not cut 

corners.  Highway Superintendent Meehan agrees and advised that he will put in 2 temporary 

culverts for the winter.  In the spring, this job will go out to bid and work probably won’t start 

until June.  R. Meehan will make this bridge and area safe for the winter, noting that there are no 

weight limits on the temporary culverts.  The Town Board discussed the specifics of the project 

noting that the 2 temporary culverts to be put in are from the Town of Canaan.    

 

Chatham Central School District Presentation 

Michael Chuddy, Business Manager for the Chatham Central School District, and School Board 

Member Gail Behrens Day, presented the Capital Improvement project that will go out for vote.  

Discussion with public.  Questions asked centered on parking lot reconfiguring at the Elementary 

School, the loss of jobs as compared to the salary of the upper echelon, changing demographics 

and more. 

 

Town of Austerlitz Assessor 

Town of Austerlitz Assessor, Pamela Cook, came before the public to reiterate the new 

regulations put forth by New York State concerning the STAR Exemption program.    

 

Minutes 

A motion to accept the September 23, 2013 Town Board Special Meeting minutes was made by 

B. Geel and seconded by M. Verenazi. 

J. Braley: yes 

B. Geel: yes 

J. Mesick: abstain due to meeting absence 

C. Pinto: yes 

M. Verenazi: yes 



Motion carried 4:1. 

 

A motion to accept the September 12, 2013 Town Board Meeting minutes was made by C. Pinto 

and seconded by M. Verenazi. 

J. Braley: yes 

B. Geel: abstain due to meeting absence 

J. Mesick: yes 

C. Pinto: yes 

M. Verenazi: yes 

Motion carried 4:1. 

 

A motion to accept the October 5, 2013 Town Board Budget Meeting minutes was made by J. 

Mesick and seconded by C. Pinto. 

J. Braley: yes 

B. Geel: abstain due to meeting absence 

J. Mesick: yes 

C. Pinto: yes 

M. Verenazi: yes 

Motion carried 4:1. 

 

Auditing of Accounts and Claims 

A motion to approve General Fund #328-357, in the amount of $20806.96, and Highway Fund 

#189-206, in the amount of $24148.18, was made by J. Mesick and seconded by C. Pinto.  

J. Braley: yes 

B. Geel: yes 

J. Mesick: yes 

C. Pinto: yes 

M. Verenazi: yes 

Motion unanimously carried. 

 

Reports 

Monthly Budget Reports for the month of September 2013 were submitted. Supervisor Braley 

noted that budget amendments will be coming next month.  Mortgage tax up significantly over 

last year, as is sales tax.  The Town has received the youth program money from the State.  The 

Highway Department has been trained on the use of the new radar trailer and Supervisor Braley 

and Highway Superintendent Meehan are working with the NYSDOT to be able to place this 

sign on State Route 203.  The Columbia County Sheriff’s Department Enhanced Patrol is now 

only sitting in the Hamlet of Spencertown onetime per week.   

 

On the County level, the Supervisors continue working on the 2014 Budget, trying hard to keep 

.4 down by 5%.  The goal is a budget kept at a 0% increase.  An informational meeting was held 

concerning the expansion of the Columbia County Airport. The FFA wants the County to buy 15 

acres for a safezone for the airport.  ILS requires this.  Other issues are being worked out as well.  

The Courthouse should come in on budget and done on time, with everyone moved back in by 

2/1/14.  The expansion of Pine Haven is at a standstill.  The current Federal Government 



shutdown will be a monetary problem if it continues because the Federal Government owes 

Columbia County money.   

 

Highway Superintendent Meehan reported that the new radar sign has been in use for 3 weeks 

without a new charge.  It has been moved around, and when the NYSDOT permitting issues are 

cleared up, it will be on State Route 203.  Deputy Sheriff Proper and R. Meehan went out and 

looked at spots on the State roads to sit the radar sign, mapping the GIS coordinates.  The 

NYSDOT requires these coordinated for consideration.   

 

Highway Superintendent Meehan continued reporting noting that blacktopping will begin next 

week on West Hill Road to the Partridge Lane intersection.  There will also be some culvert 

work on the Amy’s Lane intersection.  R. Meehan would like to go out to bid next month for a 

small truck.  The 2000 is finally dead.  A new grader will need to be purchased at some point in 

the near future.   

 

Town Board Member Verenazi questioned putting in the new culvert on Reed Road where there 

was a water flow problem by the Silvernale property.  Superintendent Meehan noted that the 

culvert on Reed Road cannot be replaced until the Town has permission from the landowner to 

do work on their property.  The Highway Department has been busy on Harvey Mountain Road 

as well.   

 

Town Clerk Report for the month of September 2013 submitted. 

 

Planning Board Report for the month of September 2013 submitted.   

 

Comprehensive Plan Oversight Committee Report for the month of September 2013 submitted.  

Draft of a proposed survey is attached.  This survey would go to the Hamlet of Spencertown 

residents only and deals with issues concerning walking areas, parking, lighting, etc.  

Comprehensive Plan Oversight Committee Chairman Tim Stalker noted that Member Barbara 

Smith did the work on the survey which can be physically sent out, put on our website, and be 

available at the Town Hall for all who would like to participate.  The Committee seems more 

enthusiastic about this project after the NYSDOT came and met with the Town discussing 

options available beyond lowering the speed limit in the Hamlet.  If the Town Board has any 

suggestions, changes, or additions concerning the survey, please let Barbara Smith know within 

the next couple of days.   

 

It was the consensus of the Town Board to go ahead and put the survey out.   

 

The Comprehensive Plan Oversight Committee Ad Hoc Subcommittee is close to finalizing the 

new ridgeline maps for a zoning change.  The Town Board reviewed the proposed ridgeline map, 

discussing how the particular ridgelines were chosen.  Town Board Member Pinto did a great 

deal of research on language to use in the zoning code.  A packet will be put together for each 

Town Board Member and will be put up for Community comments.  A revised map with small 

changes that have already been decided by the Ad Hoc Committee will be used in the packets 

and will be sent to the County Planning Board.  In order to save some time, the Town Board 



decided to send the revised map that they have not seen yet to the County Planning Board, with 

zoning code language, for recommendations. 

 

A motion to forward the draft revised ridgeline protection overlay zone law to the Columbia 

County Planning Board was made by C. Pinto and seconded by J. Mesick. 

J. Braley: yes 

B. Geel: yes 

J. Mesick: yes 

C. Pinto: yes 

M. Verenazi: yes 

Motion unanimously carried. 

 

Chair Stalker advised that looking over the current subdivision regulations will be tackled next 

by the Comprehensive Plan Oversight Committee.  Possible revisions have been given to the 

Town Board already a number of months ago.   

 

Chair Stalker noted that part of our code package with General Code allows for a pre-edit options 

that he would like to take advantage of.  It was stated that there are a couple new laws that were 

passed that have not been added to the code yet.  It was decided to wait until a few accumulated 

to save money.   

 

Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Report for the month of September 2013 submitted.   

 

Justice Cassuto Justice Court Report for the months of August and September 2013 submitted.  

 

Justice Lagonia Justice Court Report for the month of September 2013 submitted. 

 

Justice Harrison Justice Court Report for the month of September 2013 submitted. 

 

Dog Report for the month of September 2013 submitted.   

 

A motion to accept the above reports was made by C. Pinto and seconded by B. Geel. 

J. Braley: yes 

B. Geel: yes 

J. Mesick: yes 

C. Pinto: yes 

M. Verenazi: yes 

Motion unanimously carried. 

 

Correspondence 

None 

 

Unfinished Business 

Austerlitz Park Renovation Supervisor Braley followed-up with Morris Associates and found 

there was a misunderstanding of what needed to go out to bid. Morris will work up new specs 

and a new bid package and send it over ASAP.   



 

Silvernale Property Damage Supervisor Braley advised that the Town’s Insurance Company 

refused the Silvernale property damage claim and Attorney for the Town, Tal Rappleyea, advises 

against the Town paying because of the precedent it would be setting.  Town Board Members 

Geel and Pinto believe the Town Board should take the advice of Attorney Rappleyea.  Member 

Geel noted that the Town of Austerlitz is currently in a law suit dealing with this same type of 

issue, plus R. Meehan has already gone up on his own time and with his own materials and 

helped the Silvernales out.  Town Board Member Mesick feels the Town should do something.   

 

A motion for the Town to pay for the water damage done on the Silvernale’s property in the 

amount of $860.00 was made by J. Mesick and seconded by M. Verenazi. 

Town Clerk took a roll call vote: 

B. Geel: no 

J. Mesick: yes 

C. Pinto: no because of Attorney’s advice/recommendation to not set a precedent  

M. Verenazi: yes because of a documented problem by the Silvernale’s 

J. Braley: no, because of Attorney’s advice 

Motion defeated 3:2. 

 

2014 Tentative Budget 

Supervisor Braley noted that the Town Board held a budget workshop the previous Saturday.  J. 

Braley advised that he has changed the Code Enforcement area and has discussed this with the 

other Supervisors.  No changes will be made until the beginning of the new year.  The car, fuel, 

maintenance, insurance, and cell service will be shared costs in the .4 line item.  Each Town will 

pay the Code Enforcement Officer salary separately.  The Town of Austerlitz’ salary amount will 

be $13,242.00.   

 

Supervisor Braley noted that the Bryarcliffe bonds were paid yesterday.   

 

Supervisor Braley explained 3 different budget scenarios: a bare bones one where no one will get 

raises; a 2% raise increase for all except elected officials; and third option was not explained.  

Discussed retirement and insurance figures.  Supervisor Braley gave the Town Board some 

figures to look over and digest before the next budget workshop.  Discussed highway equipment 

purchases.   

 

New Business 

Order to Remove Unsafe Structure: Code Enforcement Officer, Lee Heim, came before the 

Town Board requesting approval to declare a structure in Town unsafe and move forward with 

demolition.  L. Heim reiterated his report.  Supervisor Braley went over the procedure for 

processing this order.   

 

Town Board Member Geel questioned if the property was for sale, to which L. Heim noted there 

was not for sale sign on the property, although he has heard that it was going to change hands. It 

was noted that the Highway Crew put caution tap around the property.  B. Geel asked the legality 

of L. Heim going on personal property.  Code Enforcement Officer Heim advised that he has the 

authority acting in his capacity as Code Enforcement Officer, even to just look.  Town Board 



Member Mesick is concerned that L. Heim acted on an anonymous tip about this property.  He 

feels the complaint should have been in writing.   

 

The Town Board discussed the specifics of the order.  Supervisor Braley advised that if the 

Town was forced to take action to take down this house, any costs would be recouped on taxes 

levied against the property owner.   

 

Code Enforcement Heim advised that should the property owner not comply with the order, he 

would work with Attorney for the Town, Tal Rappleyea, to ensure everything was done legally.  

L. Heim would also like to have an engineer look this house over. 

 

A motion to adopt the order against Brian Zanconato was made by M. Verenazi and B. Geel. 

J. Braley: yes 

B. Geel: yes 

J. Mesick: yes 

C. Pinto: yes 

M. Verenazi: yes 

Motion unanimously carried. 

 

 

State of New York  

County of Columbia 

Town Board of the Town of Austerlitz   

 

In the Matter of the Application of the Town    

Austerlitz to remove an Unsafe Structure,    

Vehicles and Unsafe Condition Upon Lands   ORDER 

Owned by Brian Zanconato, located at 

Middle Road, Austerlitz, NY 

Tax Map #: 79.-1-21 

       

 

BY ORDER OF THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF AUSTERLITZ: 

 

WHEREAS, Brian Zanconato is the owner of certain real property located at Middle Road, 

Austerlitz, Columbia County, New York, bearing Tax Map Number 79.-1-21; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town Austerlitz received and reviewed a Report from the 

Town Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer regarding the condition of the said property, 

the structures and vehicles located on such real property in accordance with the requirements of 

Chapters 83 and 90 of the Town of Austerlitz Town Code, at its regular meeting held on October 

10, 2013. 

 

NOW THEREFORE THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF AUSTERLITZ HEREBY 

DETERMINES AND ORDERS: 

 



ORDERED, that the Town Board of the Town of Austerlitz shall hold a hearing on the 14 of 

November, 2013 at the Town Hall, 812 Route 20, Spencertown, NY at 6:45 pm regarding the 

unsafe condition of such real property and the remediation thereof, and it is further 

 

ORDERED, that the Town Board of the Town of Austerlitz hereby determines that the said real 

property has become unsafe and dangerous by way of the following conditions:  footing and 

foundation failure, structural collapse imminent,  and it is further 

 

ORDERED, that the Owner, Brian Zanconato is hereby directed to repair, demolish or surround 

the structure with security fence at the said subject matter real property located at Middle Road, 

Austerlitz, Columbia County, New York, bearing Tax Map Number 79.-1-21, such actions shall 

commence within 30 days of the date of this Order and shall be completed within 60 days 

thereof, and it is further 

 

ORDERED, that in the event the Owner, Brian Zanconato fails to complete such removal, the 

Town of Austerlitz shall have the right to complete such removal, and it is further 

 

ORDERED, that in the event the Town of Austerlitz is required to complete such removal and 

the Owner of such real property fails to reimburse the Town for the cost of such demolition and 

remediation within 60 days of the date of the invoice of such costs served upon the Owner via 

certified return receipt requested mail, same shall be reported to the Columbia County Treasurer 

and Columbia County Real Property Tax Services and recorded as a lien upon such real property 

and collected as a special ad valorem levy thereon in accordance with Chapters 83 and 90 of the 

Town of Austerlitz Town Code. 
 

Appointment to the Columbia County Environmental Management Council: Town of 

Austerlitz resident Michael Singer has expressed an interest in sitting on this committee. 

 

A motion to appoint Michael Singer as the Town of Austerlitz Representative to the Columbia 

County Environmental Management Council was made by C. Pinto and seconded by J. Mesick. 

J. Braley: yes 

B. Geel: yes 

J. Mesick: yes 

C. Pinto: yes 

M. Verenazi: yes 

Motion unanimously carried. 

 

Columbia County Historical Society Contract: Town Clerk Haag advised that the contract 

with the Columbia County Historical Society for our Proprietors Book needs to be renewed.  

Clerk Haag had a meeting with Donna Shewchuk of the Historical Society and Document 

Preservationist Joe Degnan from Kofile.  J. Degnan is putting together a proposal to have this 

Proprietor’s Book preserved and protected.   

 

A motion to authorize Supervisor Braley to sign the Loan Agreement for the Town of Austerlitz’ 

Proprietor’s Book with the Columbia County Historical Society was made by C. Pinto and 

seconded by M. Verenazi. 

J. Braley: yes 



B. Geel: yes 

J. Mesick: yes 

C. Pinto: yes 

M. Verenazi: yes 

Motion unanimously carried. 

 

Revised Contract with NYSDEC: Town Clerk Haag explained that as of the first of the year, 

Verizon will no longer be operating the online hunting permit system with the NYSDEC.  The 

NYSDEC will be doing business with Acela.  Because of this, a new Agent License Agreement 

needs to be signed between the Town Clerk and the NYSDEC.  For the most part, this agreement 

is the same as the previous one signed in 2002.  There are only a couple of minor changes.  

Attorney for the Town, Tal Rappleyea, has reviewed the contract. 

 

A motion authorizing Town Clerk Susan Haag to sign the revised NYSDEC License Issuing 

Agent Agreement was made by C. Pinto and seconded by B. Geel. 

J. Braley: yes 

B. Geel: yes 

J. Mesick: yes 

C. Pinto: yes 

M. Verenazi: yes 

Motion unanimously carried. 

 

Public Comments 

None 

 

Adjournment 

A motion to adjourn was made by C. Pinto and seconded by B. Geel.  

J. Braley: yes 

B. Geel: yes 

J. Mesick: yes 

C. Pinto: yes 

M. Verenazi: yes 

Motion unanimously carried.  Meeting adjourned at 9:25 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Susan A. Haag, Town Clerk 

 
 
 
 


