
Town of Austerlitz 
Town Board Meeting 
November 14, 2013 

 
 
Roll call.  Present: Jeffrey Braley, Supervisor, Carol Pinto, Matthew Verenazi, Jon Mesick, 
Bryan Geel, Town Board Members, Robert Meehan, Highway Superintendent, and Susan Haag, 
Town Clerk, Attorney for the Town, Tal Rappleyea.   
 
Public Hearing Town of Austerlitz 2014 Budget 
Public Hearing called to order 6:34 p.m. 
 
No questions or comments. 
 
Public Hearing closed 6:36 p.m. 
 
Public Hearing Zanconato Unsafe Building  
Public Hearing called to order 6:45 p.m. 
 
Attorney Rappleyea explained parameters of the Public Hearing noting that the Town Board put 
out an order last month in the matter of the application of the Town of Austerlitz to remove an 
unsafe structure, vehicles, and unsafe condition upon lands owned by Brian Zanonato, located at 
Middle Road, Austerlitz, New York, Tax Map #79.-1-21.  A Public Hearing was schedule 
because the land owner, Brian Zonconato, had a right to be heard on this issue.  Last month, the 
Town of Austerlitz’ Code Enforcement Officer, Lee Heim gave testimony and evidence to the 
Town Board.    
 
Brian Zanconato came before the Town Board asking what course of action would satisfy the 
Town Board and Code Enforcement Officer Lee Heim. B. Zanconato noted there are 4 cement 
walls holding up the structure that may not be able to be seen from outside.  If someone from the 
Town of Austerlitz was in the building, B. Zanaconato was not notified.  Code Enforcement 
Officer Lee Heim advised that he walked around the outside of the building, but did not go in.  L. 
Heim tried to contact B. Zanconato, but could not connect.  L. Heim is happy B. Zanconato is 
present for the public hearing.  B. Zanconato advised that there is someone interested in buying 
this property and questioned the Town of Austerlitz’ law concerning mobile homes.  Code 
Enforcement Officer Heim is not familiar with those regulations, but will look up the law.  
 
Supervisor Braley would like to settle this, especially with the Campground next door.  Attorney 
Rappleyea noted that the primary goal is to make this property safe.  In addition, Attorney 
Rappleyea advised that if just putting the fence around the property is sufficient for the Town 
Board, then B. Zanconato can secure the unsafe building in this manner.   
 
B. Zanconato asked if someone complained about his property, to which L. Heim advised that 
there was an anonymous complaint.  Town Board Member Mesick was concerned that L. Heim 
did not log a written complaint.  Attorney Rappleyea explained that the law allows the Code 
Enforcement Officer to ride the roads and he can accept an anonymous complaint, check them 



out and take action that is appropriate depending on his findings.  B. Zanconato noted that the 
house next to his is in worse condition.  Supervisor Braley advised that the gentleman who 
complained did so about a number of houses.  The property owner next door was contacted, as 
was another property owner.  Attorney Rappleyea advised that although there may be a number 
of complaints on properties throughout the Town, this Public Hearing is for B. Zanconato’s 
property.   
 
Code Enforcement Officer Heim noted that if B. Zanconato is ready to take steps to make his 
property safer, he is ready to assist.  Attorney Rappleyea would like to work out the parameters 
tonight, and noted that the Public Hearing can be left open until next month to see where this 
situation stands.  B. Zanconato would like to come back next month, and maybe bring an 
attorney.  B. Zanconato would like to resolve this situation by putting up a fence around the back 
side of the property, but L. Heim advised that the fence would have to go around the entire 
building to secure it.  B. Zanconato asked for a couple of weeks to put the fence up and then 
come in and see L. Heim.  Code Enforcement Officer Heim advised that he would like to see a 6 
foot fence, one that is durable.  Different types of fencing was discussed.  B. Zanconato asked if 
he could pull the trailer off the current foundation, setting it on the ground, if that would be 
acceptable, to which L. Heim said that would be acceptable.  L. Heim gave B. Zanconato as 
much time as it takes to accomplish this, but wants to see progress.  L. Heim asked for contact 
information for B. Zanconato and stated that he will set up a time table for work to be 
accomplished.  Attorney Rappleyea noted again that the Public Hearing could be left open for the 
next Town Board Meeting to see what has been accomplished.   
 
All those wishing to be heard were heard. 
 
A motion to table the Public Hearing until the December 12, 2013 Town Board Meeting for the 
purpose of allowing the owner to satisfactorily secure or remove the unsafe building was made 
by C. Pinto and seconded by J. Braley. 
J. Braley: yes 
B. Geel: yes 
J. Mesick: yes 
C. Pinto: yes 
M. Verenazi: yes 
Motion unanimously carried.  Public Hearing adjourned at 6:50 p.m. 
 
Regular Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Moment of Silence in remembrance of Joan Grover, followed by the pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Minutes 
A motion to accept the October 10, 2013 Town Board Regular Meeting minutes and the October 
21, 2013 Budget Workshop was made by B. Geel and seconded by C. Pinto. 
J. Braley: yes 
B. Geel: yes 
J. Mesick: yes 
C. Pinto: yes 



M. Verenazi: yes 
Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Auditing of Accounts and Claims 
A motion to approve General Fund #358-393, in the amount of $34356.48, and Highway Fund 
#207-235, in the amount of $281839.55, was made by M. Verenazi and seconded by J. Mesick.  
J. Braley: yes 
B. Geel: yes 
J. Mesick: yes 
C. Pinto: yes 
M. Verenazi: yes 
Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Reports 
Monthly Budget Reports for the month of October 2013 were submitted. Supervisor Braley 
noted that there was still a nice big chuck of money left but some will be going out with the West 
Hill culvert payment, the last payment of the truck bond and the highway garage bond payment.  
The Town Board signed a voucher for next year’s Retirement costs tonight and health insurance 
costs are down from last year. 
 
On the County level, Supervisor Braley noted that there was an informational hearing on the 
expansion of the safety zone at the Columbia County Airport. The County budget is coming 
together and the Supervisors are trying to keep it to a 0% increase.  The Supervisors will no 
longer be paid mileage to Hudson for meetings.  Union negotiations are coming up, and the 
Retirement and Insurance costs are up.  The Federal Government still has not paid the County 
what is owed, so that amount is being floated, but should be reimbursed soon.   
 
Highway Superintendent Meehan reported that West Hill Road was paved, but the shoulders still 
need to be completed and some guardrail put up.  R. Meehan will be putting in 2 temporary 5 
foot culverts on Harvey Mountain. These can only be in for 1 year according to the State.  The 
radar sign is being raced on Rigor Hill Road with some clocked speeds of 100 mph.  The sign 
will be placed on West Hill Road next.   
 
Town Board Member Pinto asked if R. Meehan has heard from the NYSDOT concerning the 
permitting process for putting the radar sign on State Route 203.  Superintendent Meehan 
advised that he needs to finish the required paperwork and get it to J. Visconti.  It has been a 
difficult process and questions do not always get answered.     
 
Town Clerk Report for the month of October 2013 submitted. 
 
Planning Board Report for the month of October 2013 submitted.   
 
No Comprehensive Plan Oversight Committee Report for the month of October 2013 submitted.   
 
Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Report for the month of October 2013 submitted.   
 



Justice Cassuto Justice Court Report for the month of October 2013 submitted.  
 
Dog Report for the month of October 2013 submitted.   
 
A motion to accept the above reports was made by C. Pinto and seconded by M. Verenazi. 
J. Braley: yes 
B. Geel: yes 
J. Mesick: yes 
C. Pinto: yes 
M. Verenazi: yes 
Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Correspondence 
Supervisor Braley received an email concerning the condition of Jilroy Land and the landowner 
is asking that the Town of Austerlitz take over this road.  Attorney Rappleyea advised that this 
landowner called him, but they have yet to connect.  Supervisor Braley stated that the Road Law 
needs to be followed.  Superintendent Meehan noted at this road is in really bad condition with 
maybe 4-5 houses using it.  Jilroy Lane is a private road.  Supervisor Braley gave a short history 
of the subdivision that this road was a part of and noted that there was not a tax bill for the road.  
Attorney Rappleyea advised that he would have to look at deeds for the properties in this area to 
see who actually owns the road.  If no one owns this road and it was a ‘lost’ parcel, there is a 
procedure in place on a County level that would create a parcel that is taxable.   
 
Unfinished Business 
Austerlitz Park Renovation  
Supervisor Braley advised that he has heard nothing from Morris Associates concerning the bid 
package rewrite for the work to be done up behind the Spencertown Academy.  Who was to do 
the actual work and what work was to be performed changed from the original Town Board 
decision.  Included in the vouchers this month was a bill for work performed by Morris 
Associates, but we have not seen any bid packages.  Supervisor Braley would like the Town 
Board to consider not appointing Morris Associates next year.  Town Board Member Pinto 
questioned Supervisor Braley as to when he last contacted Morris Associates, to which J. Braley 
advised the beginning of the week.  Member Pinto noted that she never had any problems 
contacting Morris Associates and they always returned her calls.  Member Pinto will call Morris 
Associates and get a bid package to us.   
 
Town Board Member Verenazi asked that bid packages be given to the Town Board when they 
are received.   
 
Austerlitz Fire House Property 
Highway Superintendent Meehan has spoken with Dave Savage concerning finding where the 
back corner surveying pin is because he still has not seen this.  Town Board Member Geel knows 
where this pin was located, so he will show R. Meehan where it is.   
 
2014 Preliminary Budget 



Town Board Member Pinto asked if this was the budget that the Town Board approved at the last 
budget workshop.  Supervisor Braley said yes. 
 
A motion to adopt the 2014 Preliminary Budget as the Town of Austerlitz 2014 Final Budget 
was made by B. Geel and seconded by J. Mesick.  
J. Braley: yes 
B. Geel: yes 
J. Mesick: yes 
C. Pinto: yes 
M. Verenazi: yes 
Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Ridgeline Map and Zoning Change 
New maps were to go to the Columbia County Planning Board.  Town Board Member Carol 
Pinto questioned if Comprehensive Plan Oversight Committee Chair Tim Stalker asked for a 
Public Hearing on the proposed Zoning changes, which was answered in the negative.  C. Pinto 
noted that T. Stalker was supposed to submit proposed changes to the Columbia County 
Planning Board per committee’s request.  Attorney Rappleyea advised that the proper procedure 
would be for the Columbia County Planning Board to review first so the Town Board has any 
comments for a scheduled Public Hearing.  Notification to surrounding towns of a Zoning 
change, a SEQRA review, a Public Hearing and amending the Town’s Zoning Law would all 
have to be accomplished for these changes to take place.   
 
Supervisor Braley noted that the Comprehensive Plan Oversight Committee has also submitted a 
revision to the subdivision regulations.  These revisions have already been to the Columbia 
County Planning Board.   
 
New Business 
Conservation of the Town of Austerlitz’ Proprietors Book 
Town Clerk Haag presented the Town Board with a proposal from Kofile Preservation for 
conservation work to the Town of Austerlitz’ Proprietors Book.  The Conservation Proposal is 
for $775.00.   
 
Town Clerk Haag advised that the Town of Austerlitz’ Procurement Policy states that for 
projects less than $3000.00 and greater than $500.00, it is left to the discretion of the purchaser 
to choose who will do this work.  Town Clerk has known Joe Degnan for many years.  Kofile 
Preservation is a reputable company with years of experience, not only in New York State, but 
across the United States as well.   
 
The Town Clerk explained that the Encapsulation of Records is the choice she would choose 
based on recommendation from Joe Degnan of Kofile Preservation.  Due to the damage of the 
binding, and close to the edge writing on each page, rebinding becomes difficult to achieve.  In 
addition, by encapsulating each separate page, careful and purposeful handling of the document 
is allowable so the Book can be viewed.  The Book will still need to be kept in a temperature 
controlled environment for optimum preservation.   
 



Town Clerk Haag advised that Karen Carney, a member of the Austerlitz Historical Society, has 
taken an interest in this project and has spoken with Joe Degnan.  K. Carney submitted a list of 
observations and suggestions to Clerk Haag for review, noting that she supports S. Haag in this 
endeavor.  K. Carney discussed future reversibility of this project and keeping blank, extra pages 
of the Proprietor’s Book to appease researchers who equate missing pages with missing 
information.  Extra pages will be kept, but not preserved.   
 
Town Clerk Haag appreciates the time and suggestions of K. Carney. 
 
A motion to accept the Conservation Proposal from Kofile Preservation for the Town of 
Austerlitz’ Proprietors Book was made by M. Verenazi and seconded by C. Pinto. 
J. Braley: yes 
B. Geel: yes 
J. Mesick: yes 
C. Pinto: yes 
M. Verenazi: yes 
Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Supervisor Braley noted that Freddie Freidel has been very generous with the Town of Austerlitz 
in giving J. Braley old time photographs to copy.  J. Braley will give the Town a copy.   
 
Fire Hydrant Dedication Plaque 
Bruce Whiteman wrote to the Town Board explaining that when the Spencertown Fire Company 
and Arlene Newton agreed to put a fire pond on A. Newton’s property, it was stipulated that the 
pond and hydrant would be dedicated to Edwin Mesick.  Unfortunately, that dedication never 
occurred and a plaque was never purchased and placed on the hydrant.  B. Whiteman asked to 
have that oversight rectified.   
 
A voucher for the purchase of the plaque is included in the General Fund invoices.  B. Whiteman 
has submitted what the plaque will say. 
 
Town Board Member Brian Geel advised that the District Fire Chief should be asked about the 
placement of this plaque.  Different options were discussed.   
 
A motion to approve the purchase and installment of the dedication plaque for Edwin Mesick for 
the fire hydrant outside the Town Hall was made by B. Geel and seconded by J. Mesick. 
J. Braley: yes 
B. Geel: yes 
J. Mesick: yes 
C. Pinto: yes 
M. Verenazi: yes 
Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Town of Austerlitz Board of Assessment Review Appointment 



The Town of Austerlitz Board of Assessment Review is short one member after Karen Kellogg’s 
term expired.  K. Kellogg has expressed interest in being reappointed to this board.  This is a 5 
year term. 
 
A motion to appoint Karen Kellogg to the Board of Assessment Review for a term beginning 
November 14, 2013 and ending September 30, 2018 was made by C. Pinto and seconded by M. 
Verenazi. 
J. Braley: yes 
B. Geel: yes 
J. Mesick: yes 
C. Pinto: yes 
M. Verenazi: yes 
Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Public Comments 
None 
 
Adjournment 
A motion to adjourn was made by B. Geel and seconded by M. Verenazi.  
J. Braley: yes 
B. Geel: yes 
J. Mesick: yes 
C. Pinto: yes 
M. Verenazi: yes 
Motion unanimously carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:46, p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Susan A. Haag, Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 


